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1
RECEIVED DATA PROCESSING APPARATUS
OF PHOTOACOUSTIC TOMOGRAPHY

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a received data processing
apparatus of photoacoustic tomography used for a photoa-
coustic tomography diagnostic apparatus, and more particu-
larly, to a technique of generating image data based on an
acoustic wave receiving signal.

BACKGROUND ART

Conventionally, it has been known that, when an electro-
magnetic wave is irradiated to a living body, an acoustic wave
is generated due to a temperature increase and thermal expan-
sion of tissue of the living body caused by absorption of the
electromagnetic wave by the living body. A technique (re-
ferred to as photoacoustic tomography (PAT)) for visualizing
an inner portion of the living body in a non-invasive manner
by using this phenomenon has been attracting attention and
has been employed in clinical sites using photoacoustic
tomography diagnostic apparatuses.

In a photoacoustic tomography diagnostic apparatus, a
specimen as a target is irradiated with light, and an acoustic
wave generated thereby is received by a one-dimensional or
two-dimensional micro-transducer array in which a plurality
of micro-transducers are arrayed. As the one-dimensional or
two-dimensional micro-transducer array, probes of a kind
used for an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus generally are
used.

For image reconstruction in the photoacoustic tomogra-
phy, various algorithms are applied. In general, a delay-and-
sum process used for the image reconstruction in the ultra-
sonic diagnostic apparatus may be adapted.

After the light irradiation of the specimen, although the
acoustic wave generated from the target position is received
during the time of receiving the acoustic wave, the distance
from the target position to each of the micro-transducers is not
the same (equal) for each of the micro-transducers. For this
reason, the acoustic wave signal generated from the target
position reaches the micro-transducers at different time
points. Therefore, in general, in the photoacoustic tomogra-
phy diagnostic apparatus, the time differences in the acoustic
wave signals that arrive at the detectors at different time
points are adjusted for by using the delay-and-sum process so
as to generate the photoacoustic tomography image data cor-
responding to the target position. The generated data of the
target position are minimum constitution units (called “pix-
els” or “voxels”) of the two-dimensional or three-dimen-
sional photoacoustic tomography image. In the delay-and-
sum process, the acoustic wave analog signals received by the
micro-transducer array are amplified by an amplifier and
converted to digital signals by A/D converters, and these
digital signals are stored in a storage device. Accordingly,
signal values that originated from the same target position are
added for all required channels.

In addition, in the photoacoustic tomography diagnostic
apparatus, a process called apodization is performed in order
to improve directionality of the one-dimensional or two-di-
mensional micro-transducer array. This process is, instead of
uniformly adding the acoustic wave signals received from the
micro-transducers in the micro-transducer array, rather,
attenuating the acoustic wave signals that reach aregion of the
micro-transducer array. This process improves the direction-
ality of the micro-transducer array by suppressing the
strength of the acoustic wave signals originated in directions
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other than the target direction. In general, different weighting
factors are applied to the acoustic wave signals received by
the micro-transducers so that the same effect as applying the
window functions or functions depending on solid angles and
distances to the acoustic wave signals can be obtained.

Inthe delay-and-sum process on the digital signals, a delay
apparatus for adjusting the delay times for the receiving chan-
nels is used. As the delay apparatus, a storage device such as
a first in first out (FIFO) memory or a RAM is mainly used.

Recently, a large scale of a field programmable gate array
(FPGA) chip has been provided. Moreover, high-speed
rewritable FIFO memories or RAM memories are mounted
thereon. Therefore, the FPGA chip can be easily mounted on
the received data processing apparatus of photoacoustic
tomography. However, the high-speed logic memories
mounted on the FPGA chip have a limitation in terms of
memory capacity. In addition, since large-scale FPGA chips
are expensive, the received data processing apparatus of pho-
toacoustic tomography needs to be configured with as small a
logic memory capacity as possible.

Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open (JP-A) No. 2005-
21380 or Japanese Patent Application National Publication
(Laid-Open) No. 2001-507952 may be referred to for discus-
sion of technologies of irradiating a specimen with light,
receiving an acoustic wave generated due to thermal expan-
sion of the specimen caused by the light irradiation, and
constructing an image based on electrical signals obtained
from the acoustic wave.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

However, in the prior examples discussed in Japanese
Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2005-21380 or Japanese
Patent Application National Publication (Laid-Open) No.
2001-507952, there is a problem in that the configuration of a
photoacoustic tomography diagnostic apparatus having mul-
tiple channels is complicated and its size is enlarged. In other
words, the size of the receiving circuit is enlarged, so that the
cost is increased. In addition, when a photoacoustic tomog-
raphy image is reconstructed by using software, a long time is
taken to acquire the photoacoustic tomography image.

The present invention has been made in view of the above
problems. Since the same problems occur in the field of
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, various solutions may be
used. However, since certain features of imaging in the pho-
toacoustic tomography diagnostic apparatus are different
from those in an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, there exist
other effective solutions using certain features.

The first different feature of imaging as between the pho-
toacoustic tomography diagnostic apparatus and the ultra-
sonic diagnostic apparatus is in the time interval of the light
irradiation interval and the time interval of the ultrasonic
wave transmission. In the case of photoacoustic tomography,
because of limitations on the light source that generates a
practical light energy (several mJ or more), the light irradia-
tion time needs to be set to a predetermined time (several tens
of' ms) or more. In other words, a long waiting time needs to
be taken after the light irradiation. On the other hand, there is
not such a limitation for an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus. In
addition, when the reception of the signal corresponding to
the observation depth is completed, the next ultrasonic wave
transmission needs to be performed immediately, in order to
improve the frame rate. The time interval of the ultrasonic
wave transmission is at most several hundreds of ys.

The second different feature of imaging as between the
photoacoustic tomography diagnostic apparatus and the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus is the difference in the obser-
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vation depth and the reception time associated with the obser-
vation depth. In a photoacoustic tomography diagnostic appa-
ratus, since light attenuation in the human body is very high,
the observation depth is limited to several cm. On the other
hand, with an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, the observation
depth may be set to several tens of cm. Therefore, in photoa-
coustic tomography, the time of acquiring the receiving data
after the light irradiation may be several tens of us. However,
in the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, when the depth of
several tens of cm is observed, the time of acquiring the
receiving data may be several hundreds of ps. For example,
when the depth of 20 cm is observed, the time of acquiring the
receiving data is about 260 ps.

In the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, since the next trans-
mission is performed immediately upon the elapse of the time
required for acquiring the receiving data, the generation of the
image data involves performing the delay-and-sum process
during reception, in order to maintain real-time characteris-
tics. In this case, since the data incoming into the receiving
channels need to be processed simultaneously, if the number
of receiving channels is increased, the size of the apparatus is
enlarged, and its cost likewise is increased.

On the other hand, in the photoacoustic tomography diag-
nostic apparatus, the light irradiation interval is long, and the
time of acquiring the receiving data is short. In other words, a
long waiting time is taken. Therefore, once the receiving data
is stored in a storage medium, the generation of the image data
can be performed in a sufficient time. This means that the
image data can be generated in a time division manner by a
miniaturized receiving data processing circuit. Since the real-
time characteristics of the photoacoustic tomography image
are rate-controlled by the light irradiation time, if the image
data can be generated in the waiting time, the real-time char-
acteristics of the image are not diminished.

The purpose of the present invention is to provide a
received data processing apparatus of photoacoustic tomog-
raphy having a novel structure capable of performing photoa-
coustic tomography image reconstruction by a miniaturized
configuration at a high speed by using the aforementioned
features of the photoacoustic tomography.

In order to accomplish the purpose, the present invention is
configured as follows. A received data processing apparatus
of photoacoustic tomography of receiving an acoustic wave
generated by irradiating a specimen with light and construct-
ing an image from an electrical signal obtained from the
received acoustic wave, including a plurality of electrical
signal conversion means that digitize received signals from a
plurality of acoustic wave detectors that receive the acoustic
wave originated from a specimen region, and a plurality of
first storage means that stores received digital signals digi-
tized by the electrical signal conversion means. Minimum
constitution unit data composition means sequentially reads
the received digital signals originated from minimum consti-
tution units, which partition the specimen region, from the
plurality of the first storage means, based on delay informa-
tion of the acoustic waves assuming that the acoustic waves
reach the respective acoustic wave detectors from the respec-
tive minimum constitution units, and composes minimum
constitution unit data, which is acoustic wave data of the
respective minimum constitution unit, by performing a delay-
and-sum process. Second storage means stores the minimum
constitution unit data of the entire region of the specimen, and
image construction means constructs an image of the region
of'the specimen based on the minimum constitution unit data
stored in the second storage means. Control means sequen-
tially stores the minimum constitution unit data composed by
the minimum constitution unit data composition means in the
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second storage means, and reads the stored minimum consti-
tution unit data of the entire specimen region, and transmits
the minimum constitution unit data to the image construction
means.

According to the present invention, photoacoustic tomog-
raphy image reconstruction can be performed by a miniatur-
ized configuration at a high speed.

Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a received data pro-
cessing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography according to
a first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating a configuration of a calculation
circuit according to the first embodiment ofthe present inven-
tion;

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating a positional relationship
between a target voxel and an acoustic wave detector array in
a specimen region;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a received data pro-
cessing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography according to
a second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating operations of the received
data processing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography
according to the second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a received data pro-
cessing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography according to
a third embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a received data pro-
cessing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography according to
a fourth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a view illustrating a configuration of a calculation
circuit according to the fourth embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating operations of the received
data processing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography
according to the fourth embodiment of the present invention;
and

FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a received data
processing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography accord-
ing to a fifth embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a received data processing
apparatus of photoacoustic tomography according to a first
embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 1, the total
number of channels of the received data processing apparatus
of photoacoustic tomography is N.

The received data processing apparatus of photoacoustic
tomography forms an image based an electrical signal
obtained by irradiating a specimen with light and receiving an
acoustic wave generated from localized thermal expansion
and contraction of the specimen as a result of the light irra-
diation.

The apparatus includes N A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N, N
delay adjustment memories (DELAY M) 2-1 to 2-N, and a
calculation circuit 3. In addition, the apparatus further
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includes a memory control circuit 4, a reconstruction memory
5, a window function weighting factor calculation circuit 6, a
delay memory address calculation circuit 7, a signal process-
ing block 8 (log compression process, filter process), an
image construction unit 9, and an image display unit 10.

The A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N are electrical signal conver-
sion units that digitize analog electrical signals received by
acoustic wave detectors 54-1 to 54-N of an acoustic wave
detector array 52. The acoustic wave detector array 52 con-
stitutes a receiving unit that allows the N acoustic wave detec-
tors 54-1 to 54-N to receive an acoustic wave originated from
aspecimen region as a to-be-processed target and converts the
received acoustic wave to the analog electrical signal.

The delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N are first storage
units that store the receiving digital signal digitized by the
A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N in a time sequence.

The calculation circuit 3 is a minimum constitution unit
data composition unit that reads receiving digital signals
originated from voxels that are minimum constitution units of
the specimen region as a target, from the plurality of delay
adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N, to compose voxel data. The
respective voxel data are the acoustic wave data of each
respective minimum constitution unit. The receiving digital
signals originated from the voxels are read according to delay
information on the acoustic wave from the voxels to reach the
acoustic wave detectors 54-1 to 54-N, and a delay-and-sum
process is performed on the read receiving digital signal.

As shown in FIG. 2, the calculation circuit 3 includes N
multipliers 11-1 to 11-N and one addition circuit 12. In addi-
tion, a plurality of the addition circuits 12 may be included in
the calculation circuit 3.

The reconstruction memory 5 is a second storage unit that
can store voxel data of the entire region of the specimen.

The image construction unit 9 is a unit that constructs an
image of the specimen region based on the voxel data stored
in the reconstruction memory 5.

In addition, the memory control circuit 4 is a control unit
that sequentially stores the voxel data calculated by the cal-
culation circuit 3 in the reconstruction memory 5, which is a
second storage unit, and reads the stored voxel data of the
entire region of the specimen to transmit the voxel data to the
image construction unit 9.

The delay memory address calculation circuit 7 is an
address calculation unit that calculates delay times that are
taken for the acoustic wave from the voxels to reach the
acoustic wave detectors 54-1 to 54-N based on the voxel
coordinates that are the minimum constitution unit coordi-
nates in the specimen region. In addition, addresses in which
receiving digital signals originated from the voxels corre-
sponding to the delay times are stored to the delay memories
2-1to 2-N.

The window function weighting factor calculation circuit 6
is a window function weighting factor calculation unit that
calculates the window function weighting factors of the
receiving channels through which the receiving signals of the
acoustic waves are transmitted based on the voxel coordinates
in the specimen region as a target and applies the calculated
window function weighting factor to the calculation circuit 3.

In the present embodiment, the signal processing block 8 is
asecond signal processing unit that performs signal processes
including filter processes such as low-pass filtering and high-
pass filtering, a logarithm compression (log compression)
process, a differentiation process, an envelope detection pro-
cess, and a quadrature detection process. The signal process-
ing block 8 shown in FIG. 1 performs signal processing on the
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composed minimum constitution unit data. In this case, log
compression processing and filter processing are featured in
particular.

Next, the operations according to the first embodiment are
described in detail.

Light such as a laser beam is provided from a light source
(not shown) and used to irradiate the specimen, and as a
result, tissue of the specimen is locally made to expand and
contract thermally, so that the acoustic wave is generated. The
acoustic wave is received by the N acoustic wave detectors
54-1 to 54-N of the acoustic wave detector array 52 to be
converted to analog electrical signals. The analog electrical
signals are digitized by the N A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N, so
that N digital signals are output to the N delay adjustment
memories (DELAY M) 2-1 to 2-N.

The delay adjustment memories (DELAY M) 2-1 to 2-N
store digital signals output from the A/D converters 1-1 to
1-N, respectively.

The delay memory address calculation circuit 7 calculates
the delay times and the delay adjustment memory addresses
corresponding to the target voxels based on the voxel coordi-
nates in the specimen region as a target and designates the
delay adjustment memory addresses to the delay adjustment
memories 2-1 to 2-N. The receiving digital data originated
from the minimum constitution units in the specimen region,
namely, originated from the target voxels, are read from the
delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N according to the delay
adjustment memory addresses calculated by the delay
memory address calculation circuit 7. Next, the receiving
digital data that are read out are output to the multipliers 11-1
to 11-N of the calculation circuit 3.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a positional relationship
among a target voxel 53 in a specimen region as a target, an
acoustic wave detector array 52, and an acoustic wave detec-
tor 54 in the array. [fthe coordinates (X1,Y1, Z1) of the target
voxel 53 and the coordinates (X2, Y2, Z2) of the acoustic
wave detector 54 in the array are determined in a predeter-
mined coordinate system, the distance D between the target
voxel 53 and the acoustic wave detector 54 in the array is
immediately obtained by means of the Pythagorean theorem.

In addition, an acoustic wave reaching time (delay time)
from the target voxel 53 to the acoustic wave detector 54 in the
array is calculated by dividing the distance D between the
target voxel 53 and the acoustic wave detector 54 in the array
by the velocity of sound in the intervening matter.

In addition, while the acoustic wave is received from the
specimen region as a target, the delay adjustment memories
2-1 to 2-N sequentially store the digital data originated from
the acoustic wave in the addresses in the delay adjustment
memories 2-1 to 2-N in a time sequence according to a pre-
determined rule. In other words, from the time of the light
irradiation, the receiving digital signals are read in time
sequence manner from the delay adjustment memories 2-1 to
2-N, and the acoustic wave signals that reach by the delay
times according to the distances from the positions of the
voxels in which the acoustic wave is generated are stored in
the delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N.

The delay adjustment memory address can be specified
based on the acoustic wave reaching time (delay time) that is
taken for the acoustic wave from the target voxel 53 to reach
the acoustic wave detectors 54-1 to 54-N in the array and the
rule of storing the digital data in the delay adjustment memo-
ries 2-1 to 2-N. The delay memory address is a memory
address in which digital data that originated from a target
voxel exists.

In the present embodiment, the delay memory address
calculation circuit 7 calculates the delay adjustment memory
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addresses of the target voxels and designates the calculated
delay adjustment memory addresses for the respective delay
adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N. The delay adjustment
memories 2-1 to 2-N output the digital data originated from
the minimum constitution units, namely, originated from the
target voxels to the calculation circuit 3 according to the delay
adjustment memory addresses designated by the delay
memory address calculation circuit 7.

The window function weighting factor calculation circuit 6
calculates the window function weighting factors corre-
sponding to the target voxels based on the voxel coordinates
in the specimen region as a target and applies the window
function weighting factors to the calculation circuit 3. Since
the receiving digital signals output from the delay adjustment
memories 2-1 to 2-N are in the apodization, the channels are
applied with the window function weighting factors calcu-
lated by the window function weighting factor calculation
circuit 6, and the receiving digital signals are output to the
addition circuit 12.

The addition circuit 12 adds the receiving digital signals of
all channels applied with the window function weighting
factors. As a result of this processing, the receiving digital
signals that are acoustic wave receiving signal information
that originated from the target voxels are delayed appropri-
ately and summed.

The delayed-and-summed target voxel data are stored in
the reconstruction memory 5 by the memory control circuit 4.
The process is repetitively performed for all the voxels, so that
all the voxel data in the specimen region being taken as a
target are sequentially delayed-and-summed and stored in the
reconstruction memory 5.

Once all the voxel data in the target region of the specimen
are delayed-and-summed and stored in the reconstruction
memory 5, the memory control circuit 4 outputs the voxel
data to the signal processing block 8 (log compression pro-
cessing, filter processing) as a second signal processing unit.
The signal processing block 8 (log compression processing,
filter processing) performs signal processes such as a log
compression process and a filtering process on the input voxel
data and outputs the result thereof to the image construction
unit 9. The signal processes may include filtering processes
such as a low-pass filtering process and a high-pass filtering
process, a log compression process, a differentiation process,
an envelope detection process, and a quadrature detection
process. In addition, although not shown, a second parameter
calculation unit that calculates a parameter required for the
signal processing and applies the parameter to the signal
processing block 8 may be included.

The image construction unit 9 constructs the photoacoustic
tomography image based on the voxel data on which the
signal processing is performed and outputs the image to the
image display unit 10. The image display unit 10 displays the
constructed photoacoustic tomography image. These are a
series of the operations according to the first embodiment.

In the case of the photoacoustic tomography, because of
limitations on the light source that generates a practical light
energy (several mJ or more), the light irradiation time needs
to be set to be a predetermined time or more. In the present
embodiment, the photoacoustic tomography receiving data is
formed using the light irradiation interval, that is, the waiting
time that precedes the next illumination. Therefore, if the
generation of all the voxel data in the specimen target region
is ended before the next light irradiation starts, the real-time
characteristics of the photoacoustic tomography imaging are
maintained, and are not diminished by the operations of the
present embodiment.
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In the photoacoustic tomography, when the S/N ratio of the
acoustic wave generated from light irradiation to the speci-
men is low, there is a need to perform an addition averaging
process on the receiving signals multiple times so as to
improve the S/N ratio. In this case, an addition averaging
process may be performed on the delayed-and-summed data
of the target voxels, that is, the minimum constitution unit
data obtained by multiple times of reception, by using the
memory control circuit 4 and the reconstruction memory 5. In
this case, the memory control circuit 4 serves as the addition
averaging unit.

According to the configuration just described, the addition
averaging processing is performed at the time when all the
processes are ended, so that the target voxel data having
improved S/N ratio is stored in the reconstruction memory 5.

The type of memories used as the delay adjustment memo-
ries 2-1 to 2-N and the reconstruction memory 5 is not par-
ticularly limited. These memories may be configured by
using FIFO (first-in first-out) memories or RAMs (not
shown). If capable of being suitably adapted, other types of
storage units may be used.

In addition, the signal processing block 8 (log compression
process, filter process) is not necessarily disposed just before
the image construction unit 9 as shown in FIG. 1. If needed,
the signal processing block 8 may be disposed at any position
in the received data processing apparatus of photoacoustic
tomography. In addition, the only one signal processing block
8 is not necessarily disposed. For example, the signal pro-
cessing block 8 may be disposed in the calculation circuit 3 or
for each channel of the acoustic wave detectors. In addition,
one signal processing block 8 may be disposed at the output
portion of each of the delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N
for each channel (not shown). When a block such as signal
processing block 8 is provided for each receiving channel,
those signal processing blocks 8 correspond to the first signal
processing units according to the present invention. In this
case, a first parameter calculation unit that calculates an inde-
pendent parameter required for the signal process for each
channel and applies the parameter may be included (not
shown). In addition, the second signal processing unit and the
first signal processing unit may be the same unit.

In addition, the calculation circuit 3 is not necessarily
designed to perform only multiplication processing and addi-
tion processing as shown in FIG. 2. If needed, a calculation
unit and a signal processing unit required for performing
photoacoustic tomography image reconstruction may be fur-
ther included (not shown). In addition, a unit that calculates
an independent parameter required for performing the signal
processing for each channel and applies the parameter may be
included (not shown). In this case, a parameter calculation
unit may be disposed in the calculation circuit 3. Otherwise,
separate calculation blocks may be provided to apply the
calculated parameter to the calculation circuit 3 (not shown).

In addition, a mounting unit for the received data process-
ing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography is not necessarily
limited to an FPGA. If needed, the apparatus can be config-
ured by combining a digital signal processor (DSP), a general
purpose CPU, various volatile memories, and various non-
volatile memories (not shown).

In addition, the acoustic wave detector array 52 is not
necessarily a 2D array as shown in FIG. 3. For example, a 1D
or 1.5D array may be used (not shown). In addition, as a shape
of'a probe of a general ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, there
are various shapes such as a linear shape, a sector shape, and
a convex shape. However, the present invention is not neces-
sarily limited by the shape of the probe used in the acoustic
wave reception.
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In addition, the method of implementing the image con-
struction unit 9 is not particularly limited. A general purpose
CPU or GPU may be used. Otherwise, other suitable units
may be used.

Next, other embodiments of the present invention will be
described. In the description hereinafter, elements different
from those of the first embodiment and the foregoing embodi-
ment are mainly described. In addition, the similar elements
are denoted by the same reference numerals, and the descrip-
tion thereof will not be repeated.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 4 is a view illustrating a received data processing
apparatus of photoacoustic tomography according to a sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 4, the
number of acoustic wave detectors is L, and the total number
of channels of the received data processing apparatus of pho-
toacoustic tomography is N. In this case, L>N; that is, the
number of acoustic wave detectors is larger than the total
number of channels of the received data processing apparatus
of photoacoustic tomography.

The received data processing apparatus of photoacoustic
tomography includes N A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N, N delay
adjustment memories (DELAY M) 2-1 to 2-N, and a calcu-
lation circuit 3. In addition, the apparatus further includes a
memory control circuit 4, a reconstruction memory 5, a win-
dow function weighting factor calculation circuit 6, a delay
memory address calculation circuit 7, a signal processing
block 8 (log compression process, filter process) that per-
forms a log compression process and a filter process, an
image construction unit 9, and an image display unit 10. In
addition, between the acoustic wave detectors 54-1 to 54-L
and the A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N, a switching circuit 16 as a
connection switching unit of switching connection states
therebetween is disposed.

Next, the operations of the second embodiment are
described.

The operations of the circuits following the N A/D convert-
ers 1-1 to 1-N are basically the same as those as the first
embodiment. However, unlike the first embodiment, the con-
nection states between the acoustic wave detectors 54-1 to
54-1, and the A/D converters 1-1to 1-N can be switched by the
switching circuit 16.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating the operations according
to the second embodiment.

Firstly, N acoustic wave detectors (a, a+1, a+2, .. .,a+N-1)
that are selected among the L. acoustic wave detectors 54-1 to
54-L are connected to the N channels of the received data
processing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography (refer to
step S1).

Next, the target region of the specimen is irradiated with
light, and the acoustic wave generated therefrom is received
and digitized by the A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N. The digitized
receiving data are stored in the N delay adjustment memories
2-1 to 2-N (refer to step S2).

Next, the target voxel on which the delay-and-sum process
is to be performed is determined (refer to step S3), and the
delay memory address and the weighting factor required for
the delay-and-sum process are calculated (refer to step S4).
Next, the weighting factor is applied to the data read from the
delay storage M according to the calculated delay memory
address, the delay-and-sum process is performed, and the
result thereof is stored in the reconstruction memory 5 (refer
to step S5).

Once the delay-and-sum processing on the selected target
voxel is ended, it is determined whether the processing of all
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the voxels is completed. If not, the procedure returns to step
S3 to select the next target voxel, perform the delay-and-sum
processing, and the result thereof is accumulatively added in
the reconstruction memory 5. This procedure is repeated until
the delay-and-sum processing on all the voxels of the target
region is ended. At this time, the delay-and-sum processing
on the target voxels is ended based on the acoustic wave
received from the initially selected acoustic wave detector
group (a, a+1, a+2, ..., a+N-1).

Next, the N acoustic wave detectors to be selected are

changed.
FIG. 5 illustrates an example where acoustic wave detec-
tors (a+1, a+2, . . ., a+N) are newly selected among the L

acoustic wave detectors (refer to steps S8 and S1). Next, a
target region of the specimen is irradiated with light, and an
acoustic wave generated therefrom is received by using the
newly-selected N acoustic wave detectors (a+1, a+2, . . .,
a+N). Next, the voxel data as the minimum constitution unit
data that are sequentially obtained in a time division manner
by performing the delay-and-sum processing on all the voxels
of the target region are accumulatively added in the same
voxel data of the reconstruction memory 5 (refer to steps S2
to S5).

The process is repeated until all the acoustic wave detectors
54-1 to 54-L in which reception is to be performed have been
selected and the delay-and-sum processing on all the target
voxels is ended (S7). If reception scanning of all the acoustic
wave detectors 54-1 to 54-L is ended, the reception scan is
ended (refer to step S9), and the voxel data stored in the
reconstruction memory 5 are read to be transmitted to the
image construction unit (refer to step S10).

By using the aforementioned procedures, the reception can
be performed in the configuration where the reception region
is changed and divided in the array of the acoustic wave
detectors 54-1 to 54-L.. An advantage of this procedure is to
reconstruct the photoacoustic tomography image by using a
smaller number of channels (N) of the received data process-
ing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography than the number
of acoustic wave detectors (L) in the acoustic wave detector
array 52.

In addition, the same target voxel data may be received
from different reception regions in the acoustic wave detec-
tors 54-1 to 54-L. In this case, in the memory control circuit
4 and the reconstruction memory 5, an accumulative addition
process or an addition averaging process is performed on the
same target voxel data to generate the target voxel data. When
the reception regions in the array of the acoustic wave detec-
tors 54-1 to 54-L are different, the weighting factors that the
multipliers 11-1 to 11-N of the calculation circuit 3 designate
for the receiving data may be changed.

In the present embodiment, the memory control circuit 4
and the reconstruction memory 5 are provided in order to
process and store the target voxel data, so that all the acoustic
wave detectors need not be simultaneously connected to the
received data processing apparatus of photoacoustic tomog-
raphy. In other words, the received data processing apparatus
of photoacoustic tomography can be miniaturized.

Herein, the reception region selection scheme of the acous-
tic wave detectors 54-1 to 54-L is not necessarily the same as
that shown in FIG. 5, but may be suitably determined as
needed. In addition, the relationship between the number L. of
acoustic wave detectors and the number N of channels of the
received data processing apparatus of photoacoustic tomog-
raphy is not necessarily limited to L>N. Furthermore, it is not
necessary that all the channels of the received data processing
apparatus of photoacoustic tomography are used during
reception.
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In addition, a switching circuit as a connection switching
unit of switching connection states between the A/D convert-
ers 1 and the delay adjustment memories 2 may be disposed,
so that the acoustic wave can be received while the connection
states between the A/D converters 1 and the delay adjustment
memories 2 are sequentially switched (not shown). For
example, when the total number of A/D converters 1 is L and
the total number of delay adjustment memories 2 is N (L>N),
the connection states between the A/D converters 1 and the
delay adjustment memories 2 are sequentially switched each
reception. In addition, all the A/D converters 1 in which the
receptionis to be performed are selected, so that the processes
are continuously performed until the delay-and-sum process-
ing for the target voxels is ended.

In this manner, the acoustic wave may be configured to be
received while the connection states between the A/D con-
verters 1 and the delay adjustment memories 2 and the con-
nection states between the acoustic wave detector array 52
and the A/D converters 1 are sequentially switched.

In the case of photoacoustic tomography, because of limi-
tations on the light source, the light irradiation time needs to
be set to a predetermined time or more, as stated previously.
In the present embodiment, the photoacoustic tomography
receiving data is formed using the light irradiation interval,
that is, the waiting time that must exist before the next illu-
mination can be begun. Therefore, if the generation of all the
voxel data in the specimen target region is ended before the
next light irradiation starts, the real-time characteristics of the
photoacoustic tomography image are maintained, and are not
diminished by the operations of the present embodiment.

Due to the switching circuit 16 disposed between the
acoustic wave detector array 52 and the A/D converters 1, the
apparatus can be configured with a smaller number of A/D
converters than of acoustic wave detectors. In addition, due to
the switching circuit disposed between the A/D converters 1
and the delay adjustment memories 2, the apparatus can be
configured with a smaller number of delay adjustment memo-
ries than of the A/D converters, as explained above.

In addition, the signal processing block 8 (log compression
process, filter process) that performs the log compression
processing and filter processing is not necessarily disposed
just before the image construction unit 9 as shown in FIG. 4.
If needed, the signal processing block 8 may be disposed in
the calculation circuit 3. In addition, such a signal processing
block 8 may be provided for each N channel connected to the
calculation circuit 3 from the switching circuit 16. In addi-
tion, even the illustrated one signal processing block 8 is not
necessarily provided as a separate unit, but, for example, the
signal processing block 8 may be disposed in the calculation
circuit 3 or at the output portions of each of the delay adjust-
ment memories 2-1 to 2-N for each channel (not shown). In
this case, a parameter required for the signal processing is
calculated for each channel to be applied (not shown).

Third Embodiment

FIG. 6 is a view illustrating a received data processing
apparatus of photoacoustic tomography according to a third
embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 6, the total
number of channels of the received data processing apparatus
of photoacoustic tomography is N.

The received data processing apparatus of photoacoustic
tomography includes N A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N, addition
averaging circuits 15-1 to 15-N, N delay adjustment memo-
ries (DELAY M) 2-1 to 2-N, and a calculation circuit 3. In
addition, the apparatus further includes a memory control
circuit 4, a reconstruction memory 5, a window function
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weighting factor calculation circuit 6, a delay memory
address calculation circuit 7, a signal processing block 8 (log
compression processing, filter processing), an image con-
struction unit 9, and an image display unit 10.

The third embodiment is different from the first and second
embodiments in that the addition averaging circuits 15-1 to
15-N as addition processing units are included. In addition,
instead of the addition averaging process, an accumulative
addition process may be performed.

Next, the operations according to the third embodiment are
described. The operations of the N A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N
and the operations of the circuits following the calculation
circuit 3 are basically the same as those of the first and second
embodiments. However, unlike the first and second embodi-
ments, the delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N cooperate
with the addition averaging circuits 15-1 to 15-N to perform
the addition averaging processing or the accumulative addi-
tion processing on the receiving digital signal.

In photoacoustic tomography, when the S/N ratio of the
acoustic wave generated from light irradiation of the speci-
men is low, there is a need to perform an addition averaging
process or accumulative addition process on the receiving
signal. In the third embodiment, the addition averaging cir-
cuits 15-1 to 15-N cooperate with the delay adjustment
memories 2-1 to 2-N to store the addition-averaging-pro-
cessed or accumulative-addition-processed receiving data in
the delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N. Moreover, the
delay-and-sum processing is performed on the target voxel
data. According to the third embodiment, target voxel data
having an improved S/N ratio can be obtained.

In the case of photoacoustic tomography, because of limi-
tations on the light source, the light irradiation time needs to
be set to be a predetermined time or more. In the present
embodiment, the formation of the photoacoustic tomography
receiving data is performed using the light irradiation inter-
val, that is, the waiting time prior to the next illumination.
Therefore, after light irradiation is performed multiple times
to perform the addition averaging process, ifthe generation of
all the voxel data in the specimen target region is ended before
the next light irradiation starts, the real-time characteristics of
the photoacoustic tomography image processing are main-
tained and are not diminished.

In addition, in the third embodiment, a switching circuit
may be disposed between the A/D converter 1 and the addi-
tion averaging circuit, and the acoustic wave may be received
while the connection states between the A/D converter 1 and
the addition averaging circuit are sequentially switched (not
shown). For example, when the total number of A/D convert-
ers is L and the total number of addition averaging circuits is
N (L>N), the connection states between the A/D converters
and the addition averaging circuits are sequentially switched
every reception. In addition, the A/D converters in which
reception is to be performed are selected, so that the processes
are continuously performed until the delay-and-sum process-
ing for all the target voxels is ended. In this manner, the
switching circuit as a control unit that switches between the
addition averaging circuits and the A/D converters is pro-
vided, so that the apparatus can be configured with a smaller
number of addition averaging circuits and of delay adjust-
ment memories than of A/D converters.

In addition to the illustrated configuration, similarly to the
second embodiment, as shown in FIG. 4, a switching circuit
may be disposed between the acoustic wave detector array
and the A/D converters (not shown). Due to the switching
circuit disposed between the acoustic wave detector array and
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the A/D converters, the apparatus can be configured with a
smaller number of A/D converters than of the acoustic wave
detectors in the array.

In this manner, it can be arranged that the acoustic wave is
received while the connection states between the A/D con-
verters and the addition averaging circuits and between the
A/D converters and the delay adjustment memories and the
connection states between the acoustic wave detector array
and the A/D converters are sequentially switched.

In addition, in the configuration of the present embodi-
ment, as described in connection with the first embodiment,
the addition averaging processing may also be performed on
the delayed-and-summed data obtained in multiple times of
reception, by using the memory control circuit 4 and the
reconstruction memory 5.

Fourth Embodiment

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating a received data processing
apparatus of photoacoustic tomography according to a fourth
embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 7, the total
number of channels of the received data processing apparatus
of photoacoustic tomography is N.

The received data processing apparatus of photoacoustic
tomography includes N A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N, N delay
adjustment memories (DELAY M) 2-1 to 2-N, and a calcu-
lation circuit 28. In addition, the apparatus further includes a
memory control circuit 4, a reconstruction memory 5, a win-
dow function weighting factor calculation circuit 6, a delay
memory address calculation circuit 7, a signal processing
block 8 (log compression processing, filter processing), an
image construction unit 9, and an image display unit 10.

In the fourth embodiment, memory selecting switches 27-1
to 27-(N/M) are disposed between the delay adjustment
memories 2-1 to 2-N and the calculation circuit 3. In addition,
N/M groups of M delay adjustment memories each are con-
nected to the memory selecting switches 27-110 27-(N/M), so
that the memory selecting switches 27-1 to 27-(N/M) are
configured to be selected by the channel selection circuit 32.

FIG. 8 is a view illustrating a configuration of the calcula-
tion circuit 28. The calculation circuit 28 includes (N/M)
multipliers 50-1 to 50-(N/M) and an addition circuit 51. The
outputs of the memory selecting switches 27-1 to 27-(N/M)
are connected to the multipliers 50-1 to 50-(N/M).

Next, the operations according to the fourth embodiment
are described.

The operations of the N A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N are
basically the same as those of other embodiments. However,
unlike the first to third embodiments, the connection states
between the delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N and the
calculation circuit 3 are sequentially switched by the memory
selecting switches 27-1 to 27-(N/M).

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating operations according to
the fourth embodiment.

Firstly, the target region of the specimen is irradiated with
light, and the acoustic wave generated therefrom is received
and digitized by the A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N. The digitized
receiving data are stored in the N delay adjustment memories
2-1 to 2-N (refer to step S41). Next, (N/M) delay adjustment
memories (a, a+M, a+2M, . . ., a+N-M) that are selected
among the N delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N are
connected to the multipliers of the calculation circuit 3 (refer
to step S42).

Next, the target voxel on which the delay-and-sum process-
ing is performed is determined (refer to step S43), and the
delay memory address and the weighting factor required for
the delay-and-sum processing are calculated (refer to step
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S44). Next, the delay-and-sum processing is performed
according to the calculated delay memory address and
weighting factor, and the result thereof is stored in the recon-
struction memory 5 (refer to step S45). Once the delay-and-
sum processing on the selected target voxel is ended, the next
target voxel is selected, and the delay-and-sum processing is
performed (refer to steps S46 and S43). This procedure is
repeated until the delay-and-sum processing for all the voxels
of the target region is ended. At this time, the delay-and-sum
processing for all the voxels of the target region has been done
based on the digital data stored in the (N/M) delay adjustment
memories (a, a+M, a+2M, . . ., a+N-M) initially selected
among the delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N (refer to
step S46).

Next, (N/M) delay adjustment memories are newly
selected (refer to steps S47 and S48). FIG. 9 illustrates an
example where delay adjustment memories (a+1, a+M+1,
a+2M+1, . . ., a+N-M+1) are newly selected among the N
delay adjustment memories 26-1 to 26-N. After the delay
adjustment memories are selected, the delay-and-sum pro-
cessing is performed on all the voxels of the target region
(refer to steps S43 to S46).

The procedure is repeated until all the delay adjustment
memories 2-1 to 2-N are selected (refer to step S47). If read-
ing the group of all the delay adjustment memories is ended,
the reading is ended (refer to step S49), and the voxel data
stored in the reconstruction memory 5 are read to be trans-
mitted to the image construction unit (refer to step S50).

Inaddition, in this case, although the same target voxel data
may be read from different delay adjustment memories 2-1 to
2-N, the memory control circuit 4 and the reconstruction
memory 5 perform the accumulative addition process or the
addition averaging process on the same target voxel data.

As aresult, voxel data for all the voxels in the target region
are generated.

In this manner, the memory selecting switches 27-1 to
27-(N/M) are disposed between the delay adjustment memo-
ries 2-1 to 2-N and the calculation circuit 28, so that the
calculation circuit 28 can be miniaturized.

In the procedure shown in FIG. 9, the delay-and-sum pro-
cessing is performed on the receiving data obtained from
one-time reception by sequentially selecting a plurality of
groups divided from the delay adjustment memories 2-1 to
2-N. Therefore, in comparison with, for example, the first
embodiment, a long time is taken to generate all the voxel data
in the target region. In the case of photoacoustic tomography,
because of limitations on the light source, the light irradiation
time (as mentioned previously) needs to be set to be a prede-
termined time or more. Therefore, even when the delay-and-
sum processing is performed in a time division manner as in
this embodiment, the generation of all the voxel data of the
target region can be completed by the time of the next light
irradiation. In other words, in the fourth embodiment, the
processing does not have the bad influence on frame rate that
one might expect from a voluminous amount of processing,
and the real-time characteristics of the photoacoustic tomog-
raphy image processing are not impaired.

Inthe fourth embodiment, the memory control circuit 4 and
the reconstruction memory 5 are also provided in order to
process and store the target voxel data, so that all the data in
the delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N need not be pro-
cessed by the calculation circuit 28 simultaneously. There-
fore, all the voxel data in the target region can be generated in
a time division manner by a miniaturized received data pro-
cessing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography.
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Herein, the selection scheme of the delay adjustment
memories 2-1to 2-N is not necessarily the same as that shown
in FIG. 7, but the selection scheme may be suitably deter-
mined as needed.

In addition to the configuration illustrated as the fourth
embodiment, a switching circuit may be disposed between
the A/D converters and the delay adjustment memories, so
that the acoustic wave may be received while the connection
states between the A/D converters and the delay adjustment
memories are sequentially switched (not shown). For
example, when the total number of A/D converters is L. and
the total number of delay adjustment memories is N (L>N),
the connection states between the A/D converters and the
delay adjustment memories are sequentially switched each
reception. In addition, all the A/D converters in which recep-
tion is to be performed are selected, so that the processes are
continuously performed until the delay-and-sum processing
for all the target voxels is ended. Due to the switching circuit
disposed between the A/D converters and the delay adjust-
ment memories, the apparatus can be configured with a
smaller number of delay adjustment memories than of A/D
converters.

In addition to the illustrated configuration, similarly to the
second embodiment, as shown in FIG. 4, a switching circuit
may be disposed between the acoustic wave detector array
and the A/D converters (not shown). In this manner, due to the
switching circuit disposed between the acoustic wave detec-
tor array and the A/D converters, the apparatus can be con-
figured with a smaller number of A/D converters than of
acoustic wave detectors.

Accordingly, the acoustic wave may be received while the
connection states between the calculation circuit 28 and the
delay adjustment memories, connection states between the
A/D converters and the delay adjustment memories, and con-
nection states between the acoustic wave detector array and
the A/D converters are sequentially switched.

In addition, the calculation circuit 28 does not necessarily
perform only multiplication processing and addition process-
ing, as shown in FIG. 8. If needed, a calculation unit and a
signal processing unit required for performing photoacoustic
tomography image reconstruction may also be included (not
shown). In this case, an independent parameter required for
the signal process is calculated for each channel to be applied.

Fifth Embodiment

FIG. 10 is a view illustrating a received data processing
apparatus of photoacoustic tomography according to a fifth
embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 10, the total
number of channels of the received data processing apparatus
of photoacoustic tomography is N.

The acoustic wave receiving data forming apparatus also
includes N A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N, N delay adjustment
memories (DELAY M) 2-1 to 2-N, and a calculation circuit
28. In addition, the apparatus further includes a memory
control circuit 4, a reconstruction memory 5, a window func-
tion weighting factor calculation circuit 6, a delay memory
address calculation circuit 7, a signal processing block 8 (log
compression processing, filter processing), an image con-
struction unit 9, and an image display unit 10.

In addition, similarly to the fourth embodiment, memory
selecting switches 27-1 to 27-(N/M) are disposed between the
delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N and the calculation
circuit 28. In addition, N/M groups each having M delay
adjustment memories are connected to the memory selecting
switches 27-1 to 27-(N/M), so that the memory selecting
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switches 27-1 to 27-(N/M) can be configured to be selected by
the channel selection circuit 32.

In addition, in the fifth embodiment, similarly to the third
embodiment, the addition averaging circuit 38-1 to 38-N as
addition processing units are disposed between the A/D con-
verters 1-1 to 1-N and the delay adjustment memories (DE-
LAY M) 2-1 to 2-N. This feature is different as between the
fifth and the fourth embodiments. Similarly to the third
embodiment, instead of the addition averaging process, an
accumulative addition process may be performed.

Next, the operations according to the fifth embodiment are
described.

The operations of the A/D converters 1-1 to 1-N are basi-
cally the same as those of the fourth embodiment. However,
unlike fourth embodiment, the delay adjustment memories
2-1to 2-N cooperate with the addition averaging circuits 38-1
to 38-N to perform the addition averaging process on the
receiving data.

In photoacoustic tomography, when the S/N ratio of the
acoustic wave generated from light irradiation of the speci-
men is low, there is a need to perform an addition averaging
process on the receiving signal. In the fourth embodiment, the
addition averaging circuits 38-1 to 38-N cooperate with the
delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N to store the addition-
averaging-processed receiving data in the delay adjustment
memories 2-1 to 2-N, and after that, the delay-and-sum pro-
cessing is performed on the target voxel data. According to
the fifth embodiment, target voxel data having an improved
S/N ratio can be obtained.

In the case of photoacoustic tomography, because of limi-
tations on the light source, the light irradiation time needs to
be set to be a predetermined time or more. In the present
embodiment, the formation of the photoacoustic tomography
receiving data is performed using the light irradiation inter-
val, that is, the waiting time. Therefore, after the light irradia-
tion is performed multiple times to perform the addition aver-
aging process, if the generation of all the voxel data in the
specimen target region is ended before the next light irradia-
tion starts, the real-time characteristics of the photoacoustic
tomography image are maintained without being diminished.

In the present embodiment, the memory control circuit 4
and the reconstruction memory 5 are provided in order to
process and store the target voxel data, so that all the data in
the delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N need not to be
processed by the calculation circuit 28 simultaneously.
Therefore, all the voxel data in the target region can be gen-
erated in a time division manner by a miniaturized received
data processing apparatus of photoacoustic tomography.

Herein, the selection scheme of the delay adjustment
memories 2-1 to 2-N is not necessarily the same as that shown
in FIG. 10, but may be suitably determined as needed.

In addition to the illustrated configuration of this embodi-
ment, a switching circuit may be disposed between the A/D
converters and the addition averaging circuits, so that the
acoustic wave may be received while the connection states
between the A/D converters and the addition averaging cir-
cuits are sequentially switched (not shown). For example,
when the total number of A/D converters is L and the total
number of addition averaging circuits is N (L>N), the con-
nection states between the A/D converters and the addition
averaging circuits are sequentially switched each reception.
In addition, all the A/D converters in which reception is to be
performed are selected, so that the processes are continuously
performed until the delay-and-sum processing for the target
voxels is ended. Due to the switching circuit disposed
between the A/D converters and the addition averaging cir-
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cuits, the apparatus can be configured with a smaller number
of'addition averaging circuit and delay adjustment memories
than of A/D converters.

In addition to the illustrated configuration, similarly to the
second embodiment, as shown in FIG. 4, a switching circuit
may be additionally disposed between the acoustic wave
detector array and the A/D converters (not shown). In this
manner, due to the switching circuit disposed between the
acoustic wave detector array and the A/D converters, the
apparatus can be configured with a smaller number of A/D
converters than of acoustic wave detectors.

Accordingly, the acoustic wave may be received while the
connection states between the calculation circuit 28 and the
delay adjustment memories 2-1 to 2-N, the connection states
between the A/D converters and the addition averaging cir-
cuits, and the connection states between the acoustic wave
detector array and the A/D converters are sequentially
switched.

In addition, according to the aforementioned embodi-
ments, the operating frequency of a circuit that can change
processing speed of the voxel data composition can be
improved by changing the operating frequency of the con-
figuration subsequent to (that is, downstream of) the A/D
converters. In addition, a plurality of the circuits are disposed
in parallel, so that the speed of generating the voxel data can
be improved.

In addition, although the above description of the illus-
trated embodiments is made taking into consideration three-
dimensional image reconstruction, pixel data rather than
voxel data may be used as the minimum constitution unit, to
perform two-dimensional image reconstruction.

While the present invention has been particularly shown
and described with reference to embodiments thereof, it will
be understood by those skilled in the art that various changes
in form and details may be made therein without departing
from the spirit and scope of the present invention as defined
by the appended claims.

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood that
the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims is to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2008-227091, filed on Sep. 4, 2008, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

The invention claimed is:

1. A received data processing apparatus, comprising:

a plurality of conversion units that each perform digitiza-
tion to digitize signals output from a plurality of acoustic
wave detectors that receive acoustic waves generated in
a specimen by absorption of light;

aplurality of first storage units each of which stores digital
signals output from a respective one of said plurality of
conversion units, only one of said first storage units
receiving and storing digital signals from a given one of
said conversion units;

a data composition unit that reads digital signals derived
from the acoustic waves that originated from a target
position in the specimen from said plurality of first stor-
age units, reading from each of'said first storage units the
digital signal stored therein from said respective one of
said conversion units, and adds digital signals read from
said plurality of first storage units to compose data of the
target position, and

an image construction unit that constructs an image based
on the composed data of the target position,
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wherein each of said plurality of first storage units stores at
least the digital signals derived from acoustic waves
generated by a single pulse of light, and

wherein said data composition unit composes photoacous-
tic tomography data of a plurality of target positions
distributed in a three-dimensional region of the speci-
men by repetitively, for each pixel or voxel, reading
digital signals for the single pulse of light stored in each
of said plurality of first storage units, based on travel
times that are required for acoustic waves from each of
the plurality of target positions to reach the detectors.

2. The received data processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein said plurality of first storage units store
digital signals sequentially for each channel of plural chan-
nels that transmits a digital signal derived from the received
acoustic waves.

3. The received data processing apparatus according to
claim 1, further comprising:

a second storage unit that stores the data of the plurality of
target positions in the specimen output from said data
composition unit.

4. The received data processing apparatus according to

claim 3, further comprising

a control unit that reads the data of the target position from
said second storage unit and transmits the data of the
target position to said image construction unit,

wherein said image construction unit constructs the image
based on the data of the plurality of target positions
stored in said second storage unit.

5. The received data processing apparatus according to

claim 3,

further comprising a switching unit for connecting said
plurality of first storage units and said data composition
unit,

wherein said switching unit switches which one of said
plurality of first storage units is connected to said data
composition unit.

6. The received data processing apparatus according to
claim 5, wherein said second storage unit comprises an addi-
tion unit that adds the data of the target positions which
correspond to an identical target position and stores the added
data.

7. The received data processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein said data composition unit completes com-
position of the data of the plurality of target positions in a
target region within the light-irradiation interval.

8. The received data processing apparatus according to
claim 1, further comprising:

the plurality of acoustic wave detectors; and

a connection switch unit that switches at least one connec-
tion state from among connection states between said
plurality of first storage units and said data composition
unit, connection states between said plurality of conver-
sion units and said plurality of first storage units, and
connection states between said plurality of acoustic
wave detectors and said plurality of conversion units.

9. The received data processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein said second storage unit comprises an addi-
tion unit that adds the data of the target positions which
correspond to an identical target position and stores the added
data.

10. The received data processing apparatus according to
claim 1, further comprising:

an address calculation unit that calculates delay times
based on the travel times that are required for the acous-
tic wave from the target position to reach said acoustic
wave detectors and supplies addresses where the digital
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signals derived from acoustic waves that originated from
the target position are to be stored, corresponding to the
delay times, to said plurality of first storage units.

11. The received data processing apparatus according to
claim 1, further comprising:

a weighting factor calculation unit that calculates weight
factors on respective channels which transmit the digital
signals and applies the calculated weighting factors to
said data composition unit.

12. The received data processing apparatus according to

claim 1, further comprising:

a controller that changes a composition processing speed
of the data of the target position by changing an operat-
ing frequency of a configuration subsequent to said con-
version units.

13. The received data processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein a plurality of said configurations subsequent
to said conversion units are disposed in parallel.

14. The received data processing apparatus according to
claim 1,

wherein said data composition unit composes photoacous-
tic tomography data of a plurality of target positions
distributed in the three-dimensional region of the speci-
men by repetitively reading the digital signals for the
single pulse of light stored in each of said plurality of
first storage units, n times (where n is a natural number
greater than 1), each time reading the digital signals
stored in said first storage units, based on travel times
that are required for acoustic waves from each of the
plurality of target positions to reach said detectors, to
compose data of a respective target position.

15. A photoacoustic apparatus, comprising:

a light source;

aplurality of acoustic wave detectors that convert acoustic
waves generated in a specimen by absorption of light
from said light source into received analog signals;

a plurality of conversion units, each converting one of the
received analog signals into a received digital signal;

a plurality of first storage units that store the received
digital signals output from said plurality of conversion
units in time sequence; and

a data composition unit that reads the received digital sig-
nals, that originated from a target position from among a
plurality of target positions in a target region of the
specimen, from each of said plurality of first storage
units based on travel times that are required for acoustic
waves from the target positions to reach said plurality of
acoustic detectors, and composes target position data
which is data of the acoustic waves on each of the plu-
rality of target positions; and

a second storage unit that stores the target position data of
each of the plurality of target positions in the target
region output from said data composition unit,

wherein each of said plurality of first storage units stores
the received digital signals derived from the acoustic
waves generated by a single pulse of light from said light
source,

wherein said data composition unit composes the target
position data of the plurality of the target positions in the
target region by repetitively reading the received digital
signals that are stored in said plurality of first storage
units and are derived from the single pulse of light, and

wherein said second storage unit stores data calculated by
adding a plurality of target position data which corre-
spond to a same target position, the plurality of target
position data being derived from acoustic waves
received in different reception regions.
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16. The photoacoustic apparatus according to claim 15,
wherein said plurality of first storage units store digital sig-
nals sequentially for each channel of plural channels that
transmits a digital signal derived from the received acoustic
waves.

17. The photoacoustic apparatus according to claim 16,
further comprising:

a weighting factor calculation unit that calculates weight
factors on respective channels which transmit the digital
signals and applies the calculated weighting factors to
said data composition unit.

18. The photoacoustic apparatus according to claim 15,

further comprising:

an image construction unit that constructs an image based
on the data of the plurality of target positions stored in
said second storage unit; and

a control unit that reads the data of the target position from
said second storage unit and transmits the data of the
target position to said image construction unit.

19. The photoacoustic apparatus according to claim 15,
wherein said data composition unit composes the data of the
plurality of target positions in the target region within a light-
irradiation interval of said light source.

20. The photoacoustic apparatus according to claim 15,

further comprising a switching unit for connecting said
plurality of first storage units and said data composition
unit,

wherein said switching unit switches which one of said
plurality of first storage units is connected to said data
composition unit.

21. A data processing apparatus for processing data
acquired by a plurality of acoustic wave detectors, the appa-
ratus comprising:

a plurality of A/D converters each configured to digitize a
signal output from a respective one of a plurality of
acoustic wave detectors that receive an acoustic wave
generated from a specimen by irradiation with a pulse of
light at an irradiation time, a target region of the speci-
men being divided into a plurality of voxels arranged in
three dimensions and delay times, taken from each voxel
to the plurality of acoustic wave detectors, being calcu-
lated;

a plurality of storage units each configured to store the
digitized signal acquired from a respective one of said
plurality of A/D converters, a plurality of digitized sig-
nals, digitized by the plurality of A/D converters and
corresponding to the acoustic wave generated from the
specimen by irradiation with the pulse of light at the
irradiation time, being stored by said plurality of storage
units;

a data composition unit configured to compose voxel data
of each voxel by reading the plurality of digitized sig-
nals, stored by said plurality of the storage units, to be
summed based on the delay times, the stored digitized
signals being repetitively read for composing a plurality
of voxel data corresponding to the plurality of voxels
arranged in three dimensions; and

an image construction unit that constructs an image based
on the plurality of voxel data of the target region.

22. The data processing apparatus according to claim 21,

wherein the target region of the specimen is divided into the
plurality of voxels arranged in three dimensions.

23. The data processing apparatus according to claim 21,
wherein said data composition unit is configured to compose
each voxel data of the voxels by using window function
weighting factors.
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24. The data processing apparatus according to claim 21,
wherein said data composition unit is configured to complete
composing all voxel data of the plurality of voxels before a
next irradiation time after the irradiation time.

25. The data processing apparatus according to claim 21,
wherein said data composition unit is configured to compose
the entire voxel data of the plurality of voxels, corresponding
to the acoustic wave generated from the specimen by irradia-
tion with the pulse of light at the irradiation time, arranged in
three dimensions.

26. The data processing apparatus according to claim 21,
wherein said data composition unit is configured to compose
each voxel data of the plurality of voxels by using other
digitized signals corresponding to another acoustic wave gen-
erated from the specimen by irradiation with a pulse of light
at another irradiation time.
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